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SUBJECT: APPEALS FOR LAO RESISTANCE SUPPORT 

REF A BANGKOK 5977, B VIENTIANE 0667, C STATE 057870 

1 . ALTHOUGH I HAVE EVERY CONFIDENCE IN THE GOOD JUDGMENT 
OF OUR COLLEAGUES IN EMBASSY BANGKOK, I MUST SAY THAT THE 
ACCOUNT IN REF A OF A DISSIDENT LAO MAJOR AND A THAI 
POLICEMAN ARRIVING AT THE EMBASSY TO SOLICIT AID FOR THE 
"LAO RESISTANCE" WORRIES ME. IT WORRIES ME FOR THE FOLLOWING 
REASONS: 

A. AS DESCRIBED IN REF B, I HAD A SESSION WITH LAO FOREIGN 
MINISTER PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH MARCH 15 DOING MY BEST TO ASSURE HIM, 

ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT, THAT WE WERE NOT ENCOURAGING 
OR SUPPORTING RESISTANCE ELEMENTS. 

B. LAO PROPAGANDA ACCUSING THE UNITED STATES AND THAILAND 
OF DOING JUST THAT CONTINUES UNABATED. 

C. SOVIET AMBASSADOR VDOVINE, WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTER BUT 
DOESN'T, WHEN ASKED BY THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR AT THE AIR- 
PORT MARCH 15 ABOUT THE GRENADE INCIDENT AT HIS EMBASSY 
MARCH 12, LOOKED IN MY DIRECTION AND SAID "MAYBE WE SHOULD 
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D. ONE OF OUR SENIOR LOCALS, AN ELECTRICIAN OF THAI NATIONALITY 
WITH A BACKGROUND OF SERVICE IN THE THAI NAVY, WAS APPARENTLY 
ARRESTED ABOUT MARCH 1 IN THE COMPANY OF TWO OTHER THAI 
RIDING IN A TAXICAB FROM THADEUA TO VIENTIANE. WE HAVE NOT YET 
BEEN ABLE TO GET AN OFFICIAL EXPLANATION OF WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HIM BUT WE HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE HE IS CONFINED IN SAM KHE 
PRISON. 

2. IT'S DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND 
THE LPDR ARE ALL THAT RATTLED ABOUT WHAT THEY THINK THE THAI 
ARE UP TO HERE, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF WHAT THE COMMUNISTS 
ARE DOING IN THAILAND. NEVERTHELESS, THAT'S THE WAY THEY ARE 
PLAYING IT AND I THINK IT IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT GIVE THEM ANY 
PRETEXT TO DEVELOP WRONG IDEAS ABOUT US. THEREFORE, I THINK 
IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA IF THE SEEKERS OF SUPPORT COULD 
BE NOT ONLY STRAIGHT-ARMED, AS YOU ARE DOING, BUT KEPT AT A 
GREAT DISTANCE. 

CORCORAN 
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